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ing facts. By analyzing receipts per capita or per sqnare
kilometer, it becomes evident that the actual amounts
flowing into the Ottoman treasury were quite modest
when judged by European or even by American stand-
ards. Since imperial revenues constitute the chief burden
on the taxpayer, it can hardly be argued that contri-
butions of L. T. 1.18 ($5.19) per capita are excessive, pro-
vided that even a modest degree of wealth exists. On the
contrary, the revenues are not sufficient to provide ade-
quate government—including in that term the construc-
tion of public works, the development of education, and
those other benefits that a modern administration is ex-
pected to furnish. The explanation of this situation is
to be sought either in inadequate natural resources or in
an undeveloped economic regime, or in both. Applying
these tests, it appears that in the European provinces
and Mesopotamia, in much of Anatolia, and in part of
Syria and Armenia, meager revenues denote the failure
either to collect taxes or to develop natural resources,
many of which are of enviable richness. Arabia, how-
ever, as well as much of Syria and Armenia is probably
destined to continued relative poverty because of its
deficiencies by nature. By accident, there is also a tend-
ency for natural resources to become poorer in those re-
gions most remote from Constantinople, exception being
made of Mesopotamia.
Eevenues per capita and per square Mlometer tend te
decline in direct proportion as the distance from Con-
stantinople increases. At least a partial explanation is
to be found in the increasing looseness of financial admin-
istration according as the vilayets are farther and far-
ther separated from the center of authority. An evidence
of laxity in administration is the enormous differences in
per capita and per square Mlometer revenues which ap-
pear in vilayets of approximately equal natural wealth
and degree of development. It is to be feared that equal-

